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 Published Work & Research
Peer Reviewed Journal Articles
1. Hu, X., Fernandez, F., Capaldi, M. J., & Zhang, Y. L. (2026). The Dual Pillars of Dual Enrollment: Examining

Two- and Four-Year Public Colleges as Providers of Dual Enrollment Programs. Research in Higher
Education, 67(4), 30. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11162-026-09905-6

2. Hu, X., Fernandez, F., & Capaldi, M. J. (2026). Growing Outcomes in the Garden State: Examining
Community College Merit Aid, Enrollment, Completion, and Transfer. Community College Review, 54(3),
302–338. https://doi.org/10.1177/00915521261428114

3. Hu, X., Fernandez, F., Qiu, Y., & Capaldi, M. (2024). The good, the bad, and the balanced: A typology of
state merit-aid programs for community college students. Community College Review, 52(3), 289–314.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00915521241238753

4. Capaldi, M. J. (2023). The route to graduation: An exploration of the association between transit stop
proximity and pell recipient completion rates at us commuter colleges. Journal of College Student
Retention: Research, Theory & Practice. https://doi.org/10.1177/15210251231156421

Revise & Resubmit Journal Articles
1. Capaldi, M. J., Shin, J., Fernandez, F., & Lechen, L. (revise & resubmit). A time and place for (sustainable)

campus planning: Using structural topic models to explore variations in planning priorities at large us public
colleges. Higher Eduaction Policy.

2. Smith-Onyewu, Z., Capaldi, M. J., Montero, N., Kicheek, C., & Shin, H. (revise & resubmit). College
Choices in the City: Examining the Relationship Between Urban College Options and Public Transit. Journal
of Higher Education.

Public Policy Reports
1. Fernandez, F., Hu, X., & Capaldi, M. (2023). Exploring equitable public higher education funding models in

Illinois. Partnership for College Completion. https://partnershipfcc.org/publications/adequacy/

Commentary Articles
1. Capaldi, M. J. (2021, December 1). Ensuring equitable public safety responses in college towns. American

City and County. https://www.americancityandcounty.com/2021/12/01/ensuring-equitable-public-safety-
responses-in-college-towns/

2. Fernandez, F., & Capaldi, M. J. (2021, October 25). Studying political science motivates college students
to register and vote – new research shows. The Conversation. http://theconversation.com/studying-
political-science-motivates-college-students-to-register-and-vote-new-research-shows-168440

Other Research In-Progress
1. Capaldi, M. J. (in progress). The route to retention: A propensity score and instrumental variable analysis of

the link between transit stop proximity and urban US commuter college retention rates.

Research Software & Datasets
1. Capaldi, M. J. (2024). IPEDtaS: Automagically Download Labeled .dta IPEDS Files in Stata and R

[Computer software]. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13388846
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1. Smith-Onyewu, Z., Capaldi, M. J., Montero, N., & Kicheek, C. (2025, November 14). College Choices in
the City: Examining the Relationship Between Urban College Options and Public Transit. ASHE: Association
for the Study of Higher Education. https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/ashe/pdfs-and-
documents/past-conferences/ProgramBook2025.pdf

2. Hu, X., Zhang, Y. L., Fernandez, F., & Capaldi, M. (2025, June 17). State Contexts, Local Markets: US
Public Four-Year Universities’ Role in Offering Dual Enrollment Programs. 11th International Conference on
Higher Education Advances. https://riunet.upv.es/bitstreams/07484bcc-60fd-47bb-b077-5fc7a6cbed8e/
download

3. Capaldi, M. J., & Shin, J. (2025, April 23). Time and Place for (Sustainable) Planning: A Structural Topic
Model Analysis of Campus Master Plans. AERA: American Educational Research Association. https://
convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera25/online_program_direct_link/view_paper/2185762/

4. Hu, X., Fernandez, F., & Capaldi, M. J. (2025, April 25). With a Few Dollars More: Examining Community
College Merit Aid, Enrollment, and Transfer. AERA: American Educational Research Association. https://
convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera25/online_program_direct_link/view_paper/2182429/

5. Capaldi, M. J. (2024, November 21). The route to retention: An analysis of transit stop proximity and urban
commuter college retention. ASHE: Association for the Study of Higher Education. https://capaldi.info/
ASHE24/retention

6. Capaldi, M. J. (2024, November 22). Automating data retrieval for enhanced reproducibility: Using Stata
and R to ‘automagically’ download labeled IPEDS data. ASHE: Association for the Study of Higher
Education. https://capaldi.info/ASHE24/workshop

7. Hu, X., Fernandez, F., Capaldi, M. J., & Zhang, Y. L. (2025, November 13). Complementing or
Competing? Examining Four- and Two- Year Colleges and the Supply of Dual Enrollment Programs. ASHE:
Association for the Study of Higher Education. https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/ashe/pdfs-
and-documents/past-conferences/ProgramBook2025.pdf

8. Hu, X., Fernandez, F., Qiu, Y., & Capaldi, M. J. (2023, April 15). A typology of state merit aid programs for
community college students. AERA: American Educational Research Association. https://convention2.
allacademic.com/one/aera/aera23/online_program_direct_link/view_paper/2005392/

 Teaching Experience
EDH 7916: Contemporary Research in Higher Education – “The R Class” – University of Florida
– Introductory graduate-level class covering data wrangling, statistical coding, and reproducible research
– Instructional material available to view at capaldi.info/7916/

Guest Lecturer – Maps & Spatial Data Spring 2026
Co-Instructor Spring 2025, Spring 2024
Teaching Assistant Spring 2023
“In addition to knowing the subject matter so well, Matt also exhibited a passion for teaching which
carried into the classroom. The lectures were engaging and Matt seemed to have a genuine desire to
help all of us in the class succeed.” – Course Evaluation (Spring 2024)

1:1 Stata & Data Wrangling Tutoring – University of Florida Fall 2024
– Tutored new doctoral student to our research team on basic statistical coding and analysis
Automating Data Retrieval for Enhanced Reproducibility – ASHE Research Workshops November 2024
– Workshop demonstrating R and Stata code to automatically download and label IPEDS data

 Scholarships & Awards
$1,000 Dr. Barbara Keener Dissertation Award – University of Florida 2024
$2,500 Lincoln and Lillian Hall Fellowship in Memory of Albert G. Hall – University of Florida 2024
$2,000 Patricia D. Conroy Endowed Scholarship – University of Florida 2023
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$124,000 Graduate School Funding Award – University of Florida 2021-2025
& Tuition
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